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0 pensive, my dauzhier?
Buffingion has just returned
and evervthing betwesy us
s emded.  Paps—Quite & colncidencs . my
Jesr Ope of his was returped 0 me this
mo nEF —DrolesTad.
LOur domestic agai
»f her arrival — | 3
flery at 1 =, KI

heee T et
Itie present d then you can sliw
ring e rod

Loure

“Then § am not 1o call on any
twirled his bat i Land.

e

it RZiU B8 Le

That s what | intes ~ ahe

i1 sas

plie COOLly And our engssenent s
all over? Weil,” she suid, with some
perity if you've gone and talked aboot

1 sappose It is I'm sure

il anyihing about . I it's
all over it's your own fagit”
-
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complexion

| showing a

The Key.

The conversation

at the

turned on game
of
charming for-

last select reception the
Helea, that
eigner who gathers in
of Paris Each one ex-
<And

piay?”

Duaochess

her axion the
Eeenest wit

Ill"tf:'-:‘-t‘-.i his iLit‘:i-'!_‘- doc-

v,
do vou care for said the
Duchess Helen 10 & voung man, who,
althonech

tor,

he wore no uaniform., was

easily recognized as a surgeon of the
tanned

unflinching

navy by his ship-shape figure.

and clear,

:_._':u.'.t’.

sponded Ih
""\-u'._i‘.'ti 11

have liked it, madame.,” re-

Robert de Riondel.

be indiscreet to ask you

VMl

play no longer ™

‘B no means, madame.” a:

small kev. ﬁiit':"\' ‘,".lliht"i].

the young man added : *+This is my
protection. Whenever 1 am tempted
to touch this talisman, and the

ries which it awal

cried

and does this }

1 Blue- Beard 7
Madame.

+ Zant
N jest.

my

At L. I.-.'Lx:.!'-.

Une

that other summer, at the

naive

time,

the thick waves

with the
ren. I
:..H‘ er-

more Deauliral.

VOuny wo-

= ll!::_l 100
The lox ='~£—§".‘-'r£;;-i fr

common to cosmopolites,

3 . . 3
Snd laken up in

two hemispheres at the chance of ar-
rivals and departores, had left me
sufficiently If perchance

& pro .‘.wi heimn-

- -3 . 1
memory, they Y

were for

of the ds

2
i LT .

lrn:' o=t ]ll
snd

quite for-

few tears

commended
Seers olher

I went agai

and asgain to the Cocotiers. Mme.
D—— was too besutiful not to be

Her conver-

de-

everv detail.

sstion. replete with every charm,

noted mest uncommon culture. No
accomplishment was unknown to her.
I passed with her (he best hours of
my life. She convalesced rapidly—

too rapidly for my liking.

“'4}'1“'.‘:.\;*."?1 Lii:i j""‘.il'lf.:;-_'. . and ol

ity ]

:-;:Lr-.il_': sav that I had spoken no word

visitzs, [ peed

ceased my

she was too thor-

of love to her. but

oughly feminine not to divine my
feelings., Of what her feelings were
then norance. | 'Iil_\

iion she { looking at

her busband. and by the tone her
voiee took in e-;n_-a}cing to him, 1
knew. without doubt, thsat she had

for bim, if pot an intense passion, st

least & suflicient attachment to ren-
der in Ope

besrd strange &tories of this D——.

her sacred my eves.

Having come here with his wife some

years previous to seek his fortune,
he had smassed in two yesrs a good
round sum in the gold and ivory

trade. They were about to leave Si.
Louis for France. On the eve of
their departure, D rushsd to his
homwe, pale and disheveled, llke =
madman., He had gambled—staked
oo bis honor, and lost the last penny.
Who
the man and his wife?

can tell what passed between
Deponent re-
mains muate from benceforward. She.
doubtless, forgave him. He started
agsin with renewed effort, and,

wae Sactive and

as he
industrious, success
again crowned his eforts,
fatal time be had
the Freneh clab.

Judge, therefore, surprise og
seeing him there the eveung of the
toast- He anticipated my guestion-
ihgn.

«] am here,” be said, ns he shook
my hand, **10 pey Y respects to the

Sinoe that
ol set 2 foul in

my

crernor. I shall return early to the

(cotiers. Have no fear: I have
st off—1 lLave sworn off,”” he re-
pited, emphatically—rather to re-

himself, it seemed to me, than
» peply

ST
to any objection, since I had
e

I shall spare vou a description of
the

¢ entertainment that followed :

adienx

]
the

Mists, the SR
sich oocasions are but E‘ri‘v'&ifiﬂli-‘- of

At eleven o'clock the
retired. and the ¢a
it forward. 1
—— somewhat curiously.

- |

&l'.h --13:1-&
OV eTnor d ;.1 les

ere hro "t watcl nll
“*Are

He
hesitated a moment, and then replied
« ““Ina

1y
LS =8

ol not u”l asked him.

a I1ttle shame-faced moment :
finish mv cigar.”

Io‘ l-m;\:"l i‘lll(. }‘I'
strengl h.

as «O0on as 1
had counted
womuch on his In & mo-
menthe was seized again by his dom-
The f the cards

resolutions Liis

1nan 'L‘:I.'_‘-!-i- Ml . NOISE «

put il out of

g: 5 ...1
He

and hen approached the ec

mine hesitated but a moment

1
arte table

at wich [ was seated. T ws

ing yoderately as he first came over
v 1. I was in lack—a thing

Ensign RKerd-
what he had

D »

iner,

Tion 10s1

withhim and had Fott

withut a word,

a feling of disgust, whom., althoug
soutl in body and mind, the mere
sich of & card rendered =a perjurer
to bs love and to his honor I'hese
thowhis flashed ti my min 1

I!- I gained.

doubled.

¥ ral ined ag '..i[..

I gained.

I _.u.!.i. 1 ai “.IL".
luek Dot served
{0 exasperate aim. Aside from tl

neither saw nor heard anv-

care, he
His whole mind was eoncen-

He

thing.

and Iingers.

;-;t;r'-'-ri. as

of D—— was also

&
v watched for s

1 1=,

e did lose terr Already he had
asked to plav on I hkad no
reason to refuse him. Was it fate

not one

FOIT e
;.uu':"}

no ral"'l

only did E I8 en
fortone, chance of

it

e second tit

he strove to
vl t

]
=
[y
L'

ot =

Sppear calm., bOot nis ingi itfal 1».:. i
twtraved ir iteé of him the poignant

anciuisi i OV r_-,rln-“'i.'!‘r"i him.
Doun ie thought of the Cocotiers,
whers even now waited a voung wife

And so

RS
[ I’l .

ive no more.

was swept away the present

ness. All the anti :.I,::l'[o_-ri _i'r_'- of the
future, had been Inlii;_-__']u{ at 8o
degr a price. The wreck was com-
pletes not one broken spar escaped
tiie sbyss. Nothing !

- 1% - +} - I
The distress of the unfortunste

an made me sick st heart. 1 was so

wxl 1 of my gain that I resolved
not to redeem the first check., I was
about to mske known to him Il.i:t' de-
termmination without delay, when, tak-

ng from his vest-pocket a small ob-
ect, he pitched it to me, and in a

low voice, but which, in the profound

 that had fallen, every one

around eould hear distinetly, uttered

these characteristic words: **There
« the key to the chamber in which
my wife sleeps. ] stake it sgainst

that “'i.ll.'.“ii I have 106! ol

A confused murmur, full of threst-

ening epithets, welecomed his words,
and those near by tarned contemptu-
ously awav from I} . leaving the

space around him vacant.
to these universal mani-

of D—-

j"l;,m-f] the

ILIH‘!".":“-I;R
festations ’i;-:sl;;s."n\ al,
k*:_‘-‘
staxes were |

A pe

15 on the table

s

close 1o where the laced,

and turped to me: you ready,

mon=Eieur 7"

Of what thoughts passed through

»mind | had no consciousness un-

til it was too jate

There was an al-

ible unpulse to throw the

most irresis

ey in his face. But the fear of see-
whom 1
puwer of this
strength to

if I must tell all,

carried

loved agsin in the

gave

g her
sooundrel,

mv
1l was intoxi-

me
GYercotme fj]‘egll st
Then,

cated, in & whirlwind,

possessed to the marrow, by what s

away
s0 justly called the demon of playv—
too, by 1 know not

But all these fee]-

strangely moved,
what secret hope.
'tll
and

InZE Were merg into one standing
which my state of

exeitement made it impossible

out f‘ll‘.‘ifll‘i‘.
sl M
swallowed at a draocght
a large goblet of punch, and taking
the cards | banded them o him. Iy
is vour deal,” [ said. The decisive
gasme began, watched closely on sl
gides. l'n't:r_" voles was hushed aroupd
os, one hesrd only the rattling of
cards, interrupied now and then by
e expressions used by players. As
if fortune had given up her persecy.-
tion, D guived, one by one, the
firet three points. Hsve you ever
seehi & drowned men brought back L,
life? He is slresdy like s »tiff corpee,

to resist. 1

resctad from the waters. The warmth,
vl

the rating

lll' v

repeated friction, an invigs

stimulant resuscitates him

gains, little by little. life lie
breathes, his eves see, his ears hear,
he stirs, he rises, he walks, and the
renewed blood ore e back into his

was this drowned

face.

man. L

-

n ]l!“ :-:nl'l 2

pale

where even nDow

trace= of a moral

one conld read the
agony, & healthy glow by degrees dis-
pelied his pallor, and his heart, bonoy-
t'ii !'_\' l!-'l'l_‘. little ]:'_\ little bheat once
more r'fllthl.'\' He was like a new
mas:an.

But a ."-!.'_:I.r stroke of luck thie

taking of every trick—put me ahead,

and D—— hegan again to lose hope,
I had three points as well as he, and
it was my deal. 1 torned up the

D

feverish movemeut.

1.111;\ Hi‘ t.;h

Ill.

of hearts.

knave

cards with a

had a good hand, for a smile of en-
i rllr‘l.‘_'t. nent ‘.ij_'_:ll!] l'ih.l lu'!i I'..* T

I had in my hand three small trumps,
the ace and the ten of -i-::-\il -, | Yo
not wonder at this exactness—th

aame left so vivid an impres-

Ol e

sion, that all the details will reman
in my memory.

T have the king.,” said D -
and having shown it, he played it
down with assurance. Ihis Dbegin-
ing ai ill for me, and his sec-
ond card—the king was accompanied
i*_‘- Tli¢ -1ln1£|—1'.41 I s near out
! I deemed tlu e Jost o mn
But really, 0 spite i appearances,
with mv trump and my poor Bttt
apades. I made the three other tricks

ng of clubs followed 1t

CAMm DT covering 3 form AT And
full, just as | had seen herat Lhe
time of myv first visit to the Coootiers
A storm of madness swept over my
vacillating mind aud left me power-

less to resist it2 impualse,
i RKev, wWithout
ran ous.

h Club.

I was even so base.

anv one, amk 1
from the Frend

Yes. Haolding

in mv hand the open sesame ton
treasure more precious to me than all
the n .Ll_‘l'h..lttﬁi of the thousand and

I sped toward the Cocos

one sjorhits,
t

tiers, determined to muake use of my

w3
gain.

The azare splendor of the nights

there folded :..r.'u:.-i me caressingly.
The tropical flowers bréathed into the
fresh air their penetrsting perfumes
From the ineffably pure IVens
where the clear stars trembled and
kept rigid. like old friends, s gentle
calmness seemed to settle o 1
burning face, and, creeping to the
very depth of my being, enveloped
me like the garments of some fair
guiding angel. Under the benign in-
fluence my ot bloowd  cooled Al-
ready 1 repented myv course, and

f

dar-

L re-

y for the first time

found mysel

» eveninyg. in the hamor

Was this woman a slave, a e

of merchandise, that I had bought
her thus for gold? Now all my infa-
my rushed upon me with s brutal
force I laathed myself, and, turn-
ing my back to the Cocotiers. | fled
like a thief ecaught io the act. Breath-
less. | reached the edge of the river
where the ferrv-bost was anclhiored
1 bailed the ferrvinan, sad had
carry me w the Goeland, which s
;-,n:r-l at davbreak for France, witl
the Governor. Fhere 1 would es-
Cipe &l possiinity of v kdin L
[«‘Tii‘:ll:l:l'.ll:

It was not without a lheart-pang
that, less than an bour after, the
Goeland lifted sochor, and 1T bid
adieu to St Lauis. Ewver vonder tLhe
coeor trees stood out clear against

the crimson horizon, shelding, with

their lanceclated palms, the ool
where po doubt she slept

sight | bare Kept Dack U Ll
tears Lha welled ap W myv eves |
went down precipitately o my ol
in, and weptl there unorestrainoedls
why pot confess it >—alone withi L
memory of her whom I loved, | know
pow, willli such intlegsity

The narrator paugsed, and took a
swallow from a glass of wine =
which, 8t the order of the Duchiess
Helen, s ih-'i-.'-'\' servedd Lo

‘1 alll ouUrious, wa ol tLls
Countess d"Aur, “0 know bow the
beaotiful Madame [)— P vl
her nnworthy bhusband !

MHe was pever seefl Lo her again,
Madasme,"” replied the doctor, graviy
“] have since lesrned that, after my
departure, D brought justice on
himself! in the card room b ¥V putliing =
ball from B revolver Lhirouy Liim
breast. As for Madawme D wine
has heard the litston the acom
for hism desd—hkad killed in her all
love for her busband, if she was vet
im love with ber choice, She was Loo
i.l.'u{.li o ory wuch, they told me

For the rest, | sball scou lesry it
-lAJ'..
“*Next month,
see her to well hes | would ex-
culpate wysell—implore heér pardon ;
wud -
The dotor liesitated,
words and Mmhiug.
“And,” copcluded the Muchess
Helen, with bher frank Ameriess
spesking. “returt o her the key 1w
ber chspuber. Chue has no peed of o
kev W find his wife st nll time.  Js
it not 8o, Doctor 7
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